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Our weekly community profile 



Belgian heritage binds Namur 


Southern Door Co. 
folks like quiet life 

By Lisa Sumter 

Press-Gazette 

NAMUR — The streets won’t be rolled 
up at 9 p.m. in this southern Door County 
community, but not many lights will burn 
in the windows either. 

Chris Chaudoir is an exception. She 
stays awake until at least 11 p.m. most 
nights, running Chris and Jack’s tavern, 
10396 State Highway 57. But husband 
Jack, or "Jackie ' as he is known, hits the 
hay a bit earlier. 

"You don’t go to bed at 2 a.m. when you 
get up at 4:30 a.m.,” he said. 

Jack Chaudoir runs the family’s 120- 
acre dairy farm 160 acres if you include 

_ the land he 
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- Namur is 

composed mostly of farmers and retirees. 
Besides farmland, a church and a handful 
of businesses and homes line the area 
ulong Highway 57, about 25 miles north 
of Green Bay. 

Population is about 50 

The red-brick homes and Belgian ac¬ 
cents signal a strong Belgian heritage. 

Established in the mid-1800s, the com¬ 
munity is the U.S. birthplace of the Nor 
bertine Order, w'hich built its first church 
here in 1860. 

Abbot Bernard H. Pennings was ap¬ 
pointed to the church in 1893. 

The church still is an integral part of 
life in Namur. About 20 parishioners at¬ 
tend Mass daily at St. Marys of the Snow 
Catholic Church. 

The former parish house, now a reli¬ 
gious education center, is the site of ac¬ 
tivities for the church, and youth and 
community groups. 

The Rev. Jerome Taddy has been pas¬ 
tor here for only a year, but talks about 
Namur like a native son. 

"These are very nice people here, very 
kind, humble people who live simple 
lives. ’ he said "The,* don t expect much 

out of life, but they keep the journey go- 
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Recreation for Namur residents takes 
the form of bowling, hunting, fishing and 
card playing. A big event Sunday is the 
kermis, celebrating the harvest. 

Mary Gerondale, 10369 Highway 57, 
has lived most of her 83 years in Namur. 
She and her late husband ran a farm here. 
Her brother and sister-in-law, Harry and 
Hazel Chaudoir, also live here at 10526 
County Highway N. 

Gerondale and the Chaudoirs remem¬ 
ber when a cheese factory’, three general 



Church leader: The Rev. Jerome 
Taddy, St. Marys of the Snow 
Catholic Church pastor, stands 

stores and a post office were in Namur. 
They said the community was close-knit. 

"If you had a barn to build, all the farm¬ 
ers would come and help,” Harry Chau¬ 
doir said. "We’d have 40 men come to 
help out for free and Hazel would be in 


near the old church cemetery. 
The stones were moved because 
of safety concerns. 

the kitchen cooking all day." 

Gerondale said it was no great mystery 
w hy she has lived here most of her life. 
"You liked it here: you had your own 

Please see Namur/B-2 
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Rocks of phlox: Mary Gerondale, 
83, tends to her phlox in the 
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flower garden behind her home in 
Namur in Door County. 


The Namur file 

G Population: 50, estimated by 
Chris and Jack Chaudoir 

□ Your name please: Namur has 
had something of an identity crisis 
through the years. It was estab¬ 
lished in the mid-1800s as Delwich. 
The name later was changed to Na¬ 
mur Then when Fairland School 
was built, the community became 
known as Fairland Signs at its bor¬ 
ders confirm it is Namur 

□ Minishrines: Tiny buildings seen 
along many Belgian homes in Na¬ 
mur are shrines once used for reli¬ 
gious education Parents taught 
their children religious lessens in 
the shrines that held statues and ar¬ 
tifacts 











□ Namur 

place,” she said with her heavy 
Belgian accent. "You had the farm 
and tnmgs were good. 

Namur benefits from Door 
County tourism, but a less tran¬ 
sient brand than the northern end 
of the peninsula. Tourists that 
pack the church on summer Sun¬ 
days and patronize local business¬ 
es are often Manitowoc and Green 
Bay residents who own cottages in 
the area. 

Constant traffic that races 
through the community on its way 
north is a paradox to the otherwise 
quiet, homespun atmosphere. 

'Traffic on the highway is unbe¬ 


lievable,” Chris Chaudoir said. 
"You can’t get your farm equip¬ 
ment on the highway." 

The Chaudoirs hope to see a new 
highway built someday one that 
would bypass Namur. 

"There would still be enough 
traffic with people who want to 
take the scenic route,” Chris Chau¬ 
doir said. "But it would be slower 
traffic, not those semis and people 
in such a big hurry to get up 
north." 


■ Next week: Sugarbush in 
Brown County 


